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Transformations within cities:

1. Cities have become central actors in their own economic 
and political development, assuming state functions.

2. Cities have entered a competitiveness race to attract 
investment and human capital.

3. Cities have seen the emergence of new patterns of social 
exclusion and segregation.

4. Cities have seen an increase of social diversity and the 
emergence of new identities.



Consequences of transformations:

• New needs and challenges for the cities and its 
actors and institutions.

• Emergence of new debates on governance, 
social cohesion and citizenship practices at:

- Policy discourse level

- Social science research level



Within policy discourses…

• SOCIAL COHESION: linked with the need to 
create common cultural and civic values.

• GOVERNANCE: in relation with the idea of 
fostering participation of the whole society in 
the development of the city.



Within policy discourses…

GOVERNANCE

• Open up the 
institutional space for 
citizens to participate in 
the direction of the 
city’s development

• Allow more and 
better social cohesion

• Favour 
competitiveness

SOCIAL 
COHESION



Within social science research…

GOVERNANCE: different meanings and points of 
view. However, there are common aspects in all 
definitions: 

- concept used to understand the role of cities 
in policy making 

- and to analyse the ways in which global 
social problems are tackled at local scale



Within social science research…

Different approaches to governance can be distinguished: 

1. Governance as a theory

2. Governance as an object of study

3. Governance as a normative discourse: 

3.1 Governance practices and discourses oriented to 
obtain economic growth and social cohesion

3.2 Critical analysis due to democratic deficits of 
governance practices and discourses



Main debates on urban governance, 
social cohesion and citizenship: 

1. Governance and the transformation of the statehood

2. Governance and social cohesion

3. Governance and citizenship practices

4. Participatory governance, new practices fostering 
democracy and socially creative strategies 



1. Governance and the 
transformation of the statehood

Structural changes 
in statehood

+
Emergence of complex and 

multiscalar
decision making processes

Process of 
reshaping

the state at 
global level

Growing
relevance 
of cities



2. Governance and social cohesion

Introduction of the relation dimension of governance, 
which refers to social networks that reinforce the situation 
and possibilities of individuals within their society �

Important question to address:

How to create 
institutional 

mechanisms to 
reinforce the 

relation 
dimension of 
governance?

Focus on

Policies and practices
that give strength and 

identity to people 
in vulnerable situations, 

allowing them to
participate in social life



2. Governance and social cohesion (II)

SOCIAL CAPITAL: a way to understand the role of social
networks in the empowerment of  individuals  and their
contribution to the (economic) development of the cities

Different approaches:

1. Social capital as an individual resource with no effects at 
the society level

2. Social capital connected with the economic and social 
sphere



3. Governance and citizenship

Main research focuses: 

• Effects of governance in citizenship practices and 
rights

• Emergence of the local and supranational dimensions 
of citizenship due to the transformation of the 
statehood



3. Governance and citizenship (II)

CITIZENSHIP is a dynamic process:

HISTORICALLY, 
liberal notion of 
Citizenship � set of 
rights and duties
that define belonging
to the society

NOWADAYS, 
citizenship is linked 
with attributions such as
global, cosmopolitan or 
transnational � broader
and more complex 
concept



4. Participatory governance, new practices 
fostering democracy and socially creative 

strategies

There are 2 major approaches in social theory on governance
and participatory democracy:

1. Analysis of how institutions affect the participation of people: 

- Assumes that plural actors can achieve rational consensus on 
certain issues.

- Believes that institutional forms of traditional liberal 
democracy need innovative schemes to achieve coherence 
with increasing diversity.

- Highlights the important role of associations in encouraging 
active participation of people from grassroots organisations.



4. Participatory governance, new practices 
fostering democracy and socially creative 

strategies (II)

2. Participation is only possible when: 

+                             +

1. There are

critically

conscious

communities

2. When it is possible 

to define and develop 

political identities that 

emerge in the margins

of the society 

3. Recognition 

of the conflict 

and the existence

of diversity



4. Participatory governance, new practices 
fostering democracy and socially creative 

strategies (III)

Other focuses of research are: 

1. Analysis on how the national institutional context is crucial in the
definition and the effects of participatory methodologies

2. Study of the broadening of democratic trends at urban level taking into
account the relationship between local governance and socially creative
strategies by analysing formal and informal citizenship practices



RESEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Diversity in urban society is not only different groups cohabiting but
also inequality of life changes that generate social fragmentation. Thus,
research is needed on:

- Impact of diversity in governance

- Systematic comparative research to map the fragmentation of civil 
and political rights in cities + evaluation of the lack of rights

- Characteristics of the relationship between citizenship practices and 
urban governance in different context



RESEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS (II)

2. The role of the neighbourhoods’ actors is of great importance for the
creation of a just city. Thus, research is needed on:

- Mediation role of local institutions 

- Role of small civil society organisations in fostering bottom-linked 
initiatives



RESEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS (III)

3. In order to analyse the balance between representative and 
deliberative practices in local democracy, research is needed on: 

- The difficulties of representative forms of democracy to integrate 
deliberative practices from civil society

- The role of social sciences in participatory democracy  

- The role of the EU legislation in stimulating participatory democracy

- The role of local public administration in participatory governance

- The development of new methodologies of participation



RESEARCH RECOMMENDATIONS (IV)

4. Looking at how public institutions and administrative systems innovate 
and change, it is needed to: 

- Evaluate if peer learning and coordination experiences have 
contributed to generate a local-European space for learning

- Analysis of new dynamics of governance

- Study the role of the local media in communication processes 
between the public sector and other actors such as civil society and 
private business


